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Bardavon production of

RHAPSODY IN BLACK

Written & Performed by LeLand Gantt
Directorial Consultant Estelle Parsons

Developed at Actors Studio

Set Design Consultants Court Watson and Peter Larkin
Sound Design ADI WORLDWIDE: Erich Bechtel and 

Ian Ruben-Schnirman
Lighting Design Consultant Zack Jacobs
Production Stage Manager Laura Gomez

Produced by Chris Silva & Stephen LaMarca 
Educational Consultant Kay Churchill

90 minutes running time
60 minutes running time for student shows

Rhapsody in Black is performed without an intermission



About RHAPSODY IN BLACK

detail, guaranteed to leave lasting impressions. Multiple elements combine to 
give Rhapsody its super-powered emotional punch, many of them 
concentrated in the incredible persona of its star. Charming, 
self-deprecatingly funny, linguistically awesome, LeLand Gantt imbues every 
word that falls from his mouth with all the passion and poignancy of a 
preacher speaking the Gospel. This is partly because he’s confronting heavy 
subjects, but mostly because he believes so firmly in his message that it’s 
impossible for it to emerge any other way. In his own words, “Objective truth 
strikes a chord.”

Rhapsody in Black is a powerful personal narrative on the subjects of racism, 
identity, and self-image. The dialogue that takes place in the talkback 
following the show between LeLand and the students underscores just how 
much the audience is looking for an outlet to have these often uncomfortable 
conversations about race and racism.  There is a 60-minute student version as 
well which contains less adult content and is suitable for high school 
audiences.   

Written and performed by LeLand Gantt and 
developed at NYC’s Actors Studio by Estelle 
Parsons, Rhapsody in Black is a one-man show 
that explores LeLand’s personal journey to 
understand and eventually transcend racism in 
America. We follow his life story -- from an 
underprivileged childhood in the ghettos of 
McKeesport, Pennsylvania to teenage 
experiments with crime and drugs to scholastic 
achievement and an acting career that land adult 
LeLand in situations where he is virtually the only 
African-American in the room. His efforts to cope 
with the various psychological effects of 
consistently being marked “The Other” is 
recounted in remarkable and exquisitely moving 



About RHAPSODY IN BLACK
continued...

LELAND GANTT first unveiled Rhapsody in Black at the WorkShop Theater 
Company’s Sundays@Six reading series in March 2013. Subsequently it was 
developed at The Actors Studio and with Estelle Parsons as Directorial 
Consultant, Rhapsody garnered both Best Director and Best Storyteller 
awards at the United Solo Festival in 2014.

Leland’s regional credits include: Two Trains Running and Radio Golf 
(Syracuse Stage); Walter Mosley’s The Fall of Heaven, world premiere 
(Cincinnati Playhouse in the Park); Gem of the Ocean (Arena Stage), Jitney 
(Pittsburgh Public Theater), and In Walks Ed (Longwharf Theater).

Off-Broadway/Broadway: Slippery When Wet (La Mama), Another Man's 
Poison (Peter Jay Sharpe Theater), OyamO's Killa Dilla and Let Me Live 
(Drama Desk and Audelco Award nominee for Featured Actor), and the 
revival of Ma Rainey's Black Bottom (u/s Rock Dutton).

Film and television credits include: Miracle at St. Anna, Requiem for a Dream, 
Malcolm X, Presumed Innocent, Law and Order, Law and Order SVU, J.A.G., 
and HBO's The Affair.





The Actors Studio is a nonprofit organization for professional actors, directors, and playwrights 
founded in 1947 in New York City by Elia Kazan, Cheryl Crawford, and Robert Lewis. The Actors Studio 
was formed to provide a place where professional actors could work together between jobs or during 
long runs to continue to develop their craft and to experiment with new forms in creative theatre work. 
Lee Strasberg took the helm in 1951 until his death in 1982. It is currently run by Al Pacino, Ellen 
Burstyn, and Harvey Keitel. The Studio is best known for its work refining and teaching method acting. 
The approach was originally developed by the Group Theatre in the 1930s based on the innovations of 
Constantin Stanislavski. While at the Studio, actors work together to develop their skills in a private 
environment where they can take risks as performers without the pressure of commercial roles.

Bardavon 1869 Opera House, Inc. is a New York State nonprofit corporation that owns and operates 
two historic theaters—the 944-seat namesake theater in Poughkeepsie and 1510-seat Ulster 
Performing Arts Center (UPAC) in Kingston—and the region’s premiere orchestra, the Hudson Valley 
Philharmonic (the HVP). It presents world-class music, dance, theater, and classic films for diverse 
audiences in both its venues; stages free annual outdoor events in local communities; and partners with 
area schools to offer unique arts-based learning experiences. The Bardavon also continues to restore 
and preserve its historic theaters for today’s audiences and future generations to enjoy.

Estelle Parsons - Directorial Consultant: Ms. Parsons won an Academy Award for Best Supporting 
Actress in 1967 for her role as Blanche Barrow in Bonnie and Clyde. Among her most noted television 
roles, she played Roseanne’s mother on the award-winning sitcom Roseanne. She played the title role 
in Miss Margarita’s Way on Broadway and the National tour, and Violet Weston in August: Osage 
County on Broadway and the national tour. Ms. Parsons’ directing credits include: a multicultural 
Anthony and Cleopatra described as “the most exciting and innovative presentation in English since 
Peter Brook’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream” at the Belasco Theater; Flaubert’s Madame Bovary adapted 
by Adrienne Kennedy at the Signature Theater, NYC; Oedipus the King (Yeats adaptation) and Salome: 
The Reading (Oscar Wilde) with Al Pacino at the Bardavon, on Broadway, and the National tour.  
Nominated five times for the Tony Award, Ms. Parsons was inducted into the American Theater Hall of 
Fame in 2004.
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RHAPSODY IN BLACK gives special thanks to:

Michelle Ferrari, Jeff Paul, Howard Walker, Shawn Bavaresco, Meg Meyers,  
Emily Ballou, Cheryl Marcus, The WorkShop Theatre, United Solo Festival 

2014, Malachy Silva, Allison Zajac-Batell, Bezachin Jifar, Tyler Kniep, George 
Maloian, Olivia Barton


