
Plot-Setting-Conflict

*Different Perspectives
*Body Biographies
*Social Media Accounts
*Create Autobiography Book Jacket
*Create a Dating Profile

Lyric/Stanza Analysis

‘Through the Fire’
by Victor Almanzar
Inquiry Interactive

*Dramatic Conflict or ‘No Conflict, No
Drama’

*Cause & Effect of 90's Hip Hop
*Dominican Music Genre

Explore the variety of themes showcased
throughout the play including Family, Culture,
Love, Friendship, Loyalty/Respect, War, Trauma,
Growing Up.

*Vocabulary~lyric, stanza, rhyme,
beat, mood/tone, quatrain, line, 

Easy to use! Explore & Expand Experiences!  Build your own individualized unit for your classroom!  
Whole Group.  Teach on Stage.  Individualized.  Research. Team Projects.  Background Info.  Differentiation.  Story

Elements. Small Group.  Theater.  Academic Vocabulary.  Engagement.  Analysis.  Building Connections.

Character Analysis Activities

*Learning from Lyrics
*Evolution of Rap

Theme Dramatic Devices
Dramatic devices are strategies used by a playwright to
add interest to the work, create a particular effect on
the audience, or enhance the work’s major themes.

A character analysis is an exploration of the traits,
personality and characteristics of a character within a
story.

*Analyzing Plays
*Dramatic Strategies Snapshot

Cultures & Traditions

*Literary Devices-
Techniques & Elements

*Exploring Dominican Culture

*Dominican Republic

*Operation Iraqi Freedom

*New York City Maps

*National Museum of the 
American Latino 

Feel like you are walking in Victor’s footsteps as he
experiences the culture and traditions of his family,
the military and places around the globe.

Lyric analysis involves using song lyrics or poetry to
facilitate meaningful discussion in individual or group *Happily Ever After? 

Exploring Plot, Conflict

*Teaching Theme Tips & Resources

Teaching Symbolism for 
Literary Analysis

*Tips for Teaching Theme in ELA

https://windowsintoliterature.com/characterization-activities/
https://windowsintoliterature.com/characterization-activities/
https://windowsintoliterature.com/characterization-activities/
https://languageartsclassroom.com/characterization-activities-for-any-literature-study/
https://languageartsclassroom.com/characterization-activities-for-any-literature-study/
https://thedramateacher.com/elements-of-drama-conflict/
https://blackmusicscholar.com/the-cause-effect-of-90s-hip-hop/
https://worldmusiccentral.org/world-music-resources/musician-biographies/dominican-music/
https://www.kennedy-center.org/education/resources-for-educators/classroom-resources/lessons-and-activities/lessons/9-12/learning-from-lyrics/
https://harvardpolitics.com/evolution-rap/
https://writingcenter.tamu.edu/Students/Writing-Speaking-Guides/Alphabetical-List-of-Guides/Academic-Writing/Analysis/Analyzing-Plays
https://writingcenter.tamu.edu/Students/Writing-Speaking-Guides/Alphabetical-List-of-Guides/Academic-Writing/Analysis/Analyzing-Plays
https://dramaresource.com/drama-strategies/
https://www.pittsfordschools.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=542&dataid=4672&FileName=Literary%20Devices.pdf
https://www.afsusa.org/countries/dominican-republic/#:~:text=European%2C%20African%2C%20and%20Ta%C3%ADno%20cultural,dancing%20to%20merengue%20and%20bachata.
https://www.britannica.com/place/Dominican-Republic/Daily-life
https://www.history.navy.mil/browse-by-topic/wars-conflicts-and-operations/middle-east/operation-iraqi-freedom.html
https://www.nyc.gov/nyc-resources/nyc-maps.page
https://latino.si.edu/
https://latino.si.edu/
https://latino.si.edu/
https://latino.si.edu/
https://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/happily-ever-after-exploring
https://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/happily-ever-after-exploring
https://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/happily-ever-after-exploring
https://secondaryenglishcoffeeshop.blogspot.com/2016/11/teaching-theme-tips-and-resources.html
https://languageartsclassroom.com/teaching-symbolism-for-literary-analysis/
https://languageartsclassroom.com/teaching-symbolism-for-literary-analysis/
https://languageartsclassroom.com/teaching-symbolism-for-literary-analysis/
https://www.weareteachers.com/11-tips-for-teaching-about-theme-in-language-arts/


Individual Arts Assessment
Pathway (IAAP) 

“The Cause & Effect of 90’S Hip Hop – Black Music Scholar.” Black Music Scholar,
blackmusicscholar.com/the-cause-effect-of-90s-hip-hop/. 

“Dominican Music | World Music Central.org.” World Music Central, worldmusiccentral.org/world-music-
resources/musician-biographies/dominican-music/.

“University Writing Center (UWC) - Analyzing Plays.” Tamu.edu, 2021,
writingcenter.tamu.edu/Students/Writing-Speaking-Guides/Alphabetical-List-of-Guides/Academic-
Writing/Analysis/Analyzing-Plays.

“Critical Concepts: Dramatic Situation.” Www.k-State.edu, www.k-
state.edu/english/baker/english287/cc-dramatic_situation.htm. Accessed 10 Oct. 2023.

New York State Next Generation English
Language Arts Standards

Works Cited

Lauralee. “Characterization Activities for Any Literature Study.” Language Arts Classroom, 9 June
2015, languageartsclassroom.com/characterization-activities-for-any-literature-study/.

“5 Engaging Characterization Activities for High School Students to Try Today - Windows into
Literature.” Windowsintoliterature.com, 29 Apr. 2022, windowsintoliterature.com/characterization-
activities/. Accessed 10 Oct. 2023.

“Learning from Lyrics.” The Kennedy Center, www.kennedy-center.org/education/resources-for-
educators/classroom-resources/lessons-and-activities/lessons/9-12/learning-from-lyrics/.
McNulty-Finn, Clara. “The Evolution of Rap.” Harvard Political Review, 11 Apr. 2014,
harvardpolitics.com/evolution-rap/.

Farmer, David. “Drama Strategies.” Drama Resource, 22 Dec. 2014, dramaresource.com/drama-
strategies/.

“Dominican Republic - Daily Life | Britannica.” Encyclopædia Britannica, 2019,
www.britannica.com/place/Dominican-Republic/Daily-life.

“Operation Iraqi Freedom.” Public1.Nhhcaws.local, 6 Aug. 2020, www.history.navy.mil/browse-by-topic/wars-
conflicts-and-operations/middle-east/operation-iraqi-freedom.html.

Elements of Drama: Conflict | the Drama Teacher. thedramateacher.com/elements-of-drama-conflict/.

“Latino Center | Latino Center.” Latino.si.edu, latino.si.edu/.

New York State Next Generation Grades 6-12 
Learning Standards for Literacy 

Standards, Instruction & Alignment
Bilinqual Education & English 

as a New Language

“Teaching Theme: Tips and Resources - the Secondary English Coffee Shop.” Teaching Theme,
secondaryenglishcoffeeshop.blogspot.com/2016/11/teaching-theme-tips-and-resources.html.

https://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/individual-arts-assessment-pathway-iaap
https://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/individual-arts-assessment-pathway-iaap
https://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/new-york-state-next-generation-english-language-arts-learning-standards
https://www.history.navy.mil/browse-by-topic/wars-conflicts-and-operations/middle-east/operation-iraqi-freedom.html
https://www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/nys-next-generation-literacy-standards-grades-6-12.pdf
https://www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/nys-next-generation-literacy-standards-grades-6-12.pdf
https://www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/nys-next-generation-literacy-standards-grades-6-12.pdf
https://www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/nys-next-generation-literacy-standards-grades-6-12.pdf
https://www.nysed.gov/bilingual-ed
https://www.nysed.gov/bilingual-ed
https://www.nysed.gov/bilingual-ed

